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ISSUEThe Height
of Style
HIGH  A LT I T UDE  G A INS
SOME  AT T I T UDE  W HEN
M AT T  O ’ D O RISIO 
SUBV ER T S  MOUN TA IN
CH A L E T  CL ICHÉ S  AT  A
L A K E  TA HOE  GE TAWAY

For a California vacation home near 
Lake Tahoe, designer Matt O’Dorisio 
created an elevated outdoor patio 
paved in Connecticut bluestone. The 
seating area combines contemporary 
teak with more traditional wicker.  
“It’s like an extension of the living room 
into the forest,” he says. Sofas, arm-
chairs, and coffee table by Janus et Cie.
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MAT T O’DORISIO: Mountain homes are 
often wood and stacked stone. Here, we 
really restrained the rustic elements. 
Where there are reclaimed-wood ceil-
ings and beams, we created contrast by 
painting walls in a crisp, clean white. 
Since this is a year-round vacation 
home for a young family, we used furni-
ture that wasn’t too precious along with 
all-weather fabrics like linen. It’s a 
breath of fresh air in a place where 
many homes are brown on top of brown 
on top of green, with velvet sofas and 
fur pillows.
DAVID A. KEEPS: Where is this getaway?
In a private community near Lake 
Tahoe. There’s skiing in winter; golf,  
tennis, and the lake in summer; and tons 
of activities for kids. It’s reminiscent of a 
1950s Catskills camp, like the one in the 
movie Dirty Dancing—except everyone 

here has giant 8,000-square-foot homes.
Wow. Why so big?
A lot of these houses were built to 
accommodate more than just one fam-
ily. These clients have three young kids 
and love to host extended family and 
friends. But the wife didn’t want it to 
feel like a ski lodge or an opulent hotel. 
It’s casual and fun; they have a dog, and 
there are always kids running around 
playing music and games.
Looks like they love to cook, too. 
Absolutely. There’s an outdoor living and 
dining area with heaters and a fireplace 
so they can be outside in winter. I’ve been 
to summer parties where she used the 
deck as a casual bar and buffet, and then 
we dined inside. The kitchen and dining 
area is one gigantic room, easily 500 
square feet and the heart of the house. 
They can seat 30 for Thanksgiving.

We’re deep in the woods here, but this home avoids log-
cabin stereotypes. How did you bring such sophistication 
to a house in the middle of a pine forest?

ABOVE: Los Angeles designer Matt 
O’Dorisio. TOP: In the great room, cus-
tom chairs are covered in Zimmer + 
Rohde’s Lawford Stripe, and the cur-
tains are in a Pindler linen. Table lamps, 
Pottery Barn. Chandeliers, the Urban 
Electric Co. Antique Sultanabad rugs, 
Woven Accents. Jute rug, Stark. 

The formal dining area mixes rusticity  
and refinement. The custom plank table 
is large enough to seat 14 guests. The 
Aesthetic dining chairs are covered in a 
hair-on-hide leather by Cortina, “which 
feels perfect in the mountains,” O’Dorisio 
says. Chandelier from Pottery Barn. 
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The kitchen marries town and country. 
What went into that balancing act?
With a white marble island and back-
splash, white cabinetry could have 
looked too urban. I grew up spending 
summers in Lake Tahoe: In this area, 
dark-stained cabinets are so overused. 
Instead, we painted the cabinets Farrow 
& Ball’s Pigeon, a green-gray that 
reflects the organic surroundings. In 
such a tremendous kitchen, I didn’t want 
sparkly lights. The pendants have a zinc 
finish, adding texture and age. And the 
counter stools have leather seats and 
exposed brackets—it’s polished, but 
with a little bit of rawness so the kitchen 
doesn’t come across as city-slick.
Is that a breakfast booth under the stairs?
Actually, it’s a game nook. This family 
loves jigsaw puzzles. It’s also a great 
spot to sit with your laptop if you want 

to get some work done, since it’s tucked 
away but centrally located in the middle 
of the house, near the living room.
How do you make a two-story living room 
human in scale, not grand?
In a large room, I don’t like oversize or 
overly tall furniture. To keep the room 
feeling low, I chose horizontal stripes for 
the upholstery to mimic the walls’ 
tong ue-and-groove wood paneling. 
Using one enormous 16-by-24-foot jute 
carpet with two antique rugs on top cre-
ated two separate seating areas that are 
more intimate. The room has motorized 
window shades, but I was adamant 
about putting up curtains, which help 
make the massive space cozier.
It’s not cabin-fever decor by any stretch, 
but I do see a few sly nods to the setting. 
It might sound hokey, but if you want 
bear-shaped salt-and-pepper shakers on 

your table, the mountains are the place to 
do it. In the master bedroom, which has a 
soft Santa Barbara vibe, an antler chan-
delier is a wink to where we are. When 
you are surrounded by gorgeous pine 
trees, you don’t need to hit people across 
the face with color.
In that case, how do you explain the pink 
and green bunk rooms?
OK, we were a little sneaky. Kids’ rooms 
can take a lot of color, so rather than a 
classic knotty pine, the boys’ room is 
green with orange accents and stripes. It 
feels playful, almost 1960s Italian. The 
girl’s room had a reclaimed-wood ceil-
ing; I didn’t know how to make that 
seem girly. So I said, “Let’s try pink.” The 
client looked at me like I was nuts. I even 
had to agree in writing that I’d pay to 
repaint the room if they didn’t like it. 
They never did take me up on that.

A nook under the stairs was turned 
into a cozy games corner. Built-in 
banquettes have drawers for board 
games. Naylor Court pendant, the 
Urban Electric Co. Walls in Benjamin 
Moore’s Dove Wing. OPPOSITE: In the 
kitchen, industrial-style Shaw pen-
dants by the Urban Electric Co. hang 
over a custom island with a Calacatta 
Gold marble top. Walnut stools by 
Moore & Giles from Harbinger. The 
wall tile is from Waterworks.
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In the girl’s room, custom rails and stairs 
make it easy to reach the top of Pottery Barn 
bunk beds. Walls in Farrow & Ball’s Setting 
Plaster. Parker Play chairs, Land of Nod. 
Pouf, Restoration Hardware. Linen curtains 
and pillows in Tulu’s Kezban. Rug, Stark.

CLOCK WISE FROM TOP LEFT: Gold-lined black shades 
dress up an antler chandelier in the master bedroom. 

The home’s wooden exterior is trimmed with copper 
gutters. In the boys’ room, curtain-shaded bunks in 

Farrow & Ball’s Calke Green are inspired by Pullman 
train cars; curtains in Pindler’s Jovan cotton; window 

shade in Pierre Frey’s Grand Edelweiss; bed linens, 
Pottery Barn. The boys’ bathroom has a large trough 

sink. Pendant, Schoolhouse Electric & Supply Co.
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A Relais sofa by Janus et Cie 
faces the outdoor fireplace, 
which helps warm the covered 
dining patio on cool days and 
evenings. A teak dining table by 
Barlow Tyrie is surrounded  
by Janus et Cie armchairs. The 
weathered-zinc pendants are 
from Restoration Hardware. FOR 
MORE DETAILS, SEE RESOURCES


